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Outlook: “The passage of a pair of Arctic cold fronts will maintain frigid conditions across the Midwest and
Northeast into next week. Widespread snow showers will accompany the surges of cold air, and squalls will
linger in the vicinity of the Great Lakes. By early next week, cold conditions will spread westward to the Plains,
but unusual warmth will persist in the West. Precipitation will be light during the next few days, except for some
weekend snow in the winter-weary northern Atlantic region. By early next week, however, a storm will take aim
on the Rockies, as well as the South, East, and lower Midwest—with a variety of precipitation types expected
depending upon location. The NWS 6-10 day outlook for February 17-21 calls for a strong likelihood of below-
normal temperatures from the Rockies to the East Coast, while warmer-than-normal weather will be confined to
areas from California eastward to Arizona and Utah. Meanwhile, below-normal precipitation in the Far West and
from the upper Midwest into the Great Lakes region will contrast with wetter-than-normal conditions in a broad
area stretching from the central and southern Rockies into the southern and eastern U.S.”

Contact: Brad Rippey, Agricultural Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB, Washington, D.C. (202-720-2397)
Website: http://www.usda.gov/oce/weather/pubs/Daily/TODAYSWX.pdf

The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people
conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Snow

Westwide SNOTEL Current Snow Water Equivalent (SWE) % of Normal
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The Westwide SNOTEL
Current Snow Water
Equivalent (SWE) % of
Normal map shows the
largest snowpack deficits
(red areas) in the
Cascades and Olympics of
Oregon and Washington,
the Sierra Nevada in
Nevada and California, as
well as basins in Arizona,
one in western New Mexico
and one in southwest Utah.
Still less than normal, but
not quite as dry, are
snowpacks in parts of
eastern Washington and
Oregon, northern Idaho,
Utah, Nevada, southwest
Colorado, Wyoming, much
of New Mexico, and a few
basins in Montana (orange
and yellow areas).

Some basins in Wyoming,
Montana, southern Idaho,
and Utah have recorded
above normal SWE values
(blue areas).
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Snow depth map for the U.S. as
reported from the NWS NOHRSC
for February 12, 2015. Snow is
reported across much of the
mountains in the West, the upper
Midwest, much of the northern
Great Plains, and the Northeast.
The snowline has receded north
across the mid-section and
northeast parts of the country.
The snow depth has increased
substantially in the Northeast and
parts of the Northwest.
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Precipitation

2015, an unusual year...

Weekly Water and Climate Update

So far this winter the snowpack in the Cascades and Sierra Nevada are at or near record lows. In the last
several weeks, the precipitation in this same area is well above average. The overriding influence in these
unusual circumstances is the persistent warm temperatures that have dominated the snowpack processes.

Freezing levels have remained well above the elevation of many SNOTEL sites, and snow has been confined to
the highest elevations and in a very small area of the watersheds of the West. The recent heavy precipitation,

especially in the Cascades of Oregon and Washington and down to the northern Sierra and Trinity Alps of
California, has helped to alleviate any soil moisture, groundwater, and reservoir deficits. This has offset the

current effects of the dire dry conditions that the area has experienced, but portends future deficits in spring and

summer streamflow with little to no snow support to reserve water for the future.

In the West, the SNOTEL
precipitation percent of normal
map for the first part of February
shows that much of the northern
basins in the West have been
very wet. Above normal
precipitation occurred in
Washington, Oregon, northern
California and Nevada, Idaho,
Montana, Wyoming, northern
Utah, and northern Colorado
(blue areas).

The distinct line of below normal
precipitation occurred across
central and southern Utah,
southern Colorado, Arizona,
and New Mexico (orange and
red areas). Also lacking in
precipitation is an area of
northeast Nevada, southern
Idaho, and a few basins in
Wyoming.

The percent of average may be
exaggerated over a short period
of time and dependent on
normal conditions for this time
of year.

Click on most maps in this report to

enlarge and see the latest available
update.
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Westwide SNOTEL Current Month to Date Precipitation % of Normal
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Weekly Water and Climate Update

Total Precipitation Anomaly: 01 February 2015 - 11 February 2015 Thus far in early February 2015, the

Period ending 7 AM EST 11 Feb 2015
Base period: 1981-2010
(Map created 12 Feb 2015)
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The ACIS 7-day total precipitation map for the
western U.S. shows precipitation scattered
across most of the west coast, the Northwest,
and northern states. This includes areas in
Oregon, Washington, California, Nevada,
Idaho, and Montana. The highest areas of
significant precipitation were in northern
California.

Little to no precipitation fell across most of
Arizona, New Mexico, southern California,
Utah, and Wyoming this week (dark red). In
addition, scattered basins in Montana,
Wyoming, and Colorado also received little or
no precipitation.

This percent of normal map of the West for
the last seven days reflects precipitation
scattered across many parts of the region.
The heaviest percent of normal precipitation
fell in northern Montana (over 800%). Other
significant rainfall was recorded in a large
area of Washington, Oregon, California,
western Nevada, Idaho, Montana, and parts
of Colorado and New Mexico (purple areas).
There were a few areas of little to zero
percent of normal precipitation in southern
California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, New
Mexico, and parts of Colorado, Wyoming,
and Montana (red areas).

Percent of normal precipitation may be
exaggerated in areas where the average for
this seven day period is at or near zero.

2/12/2015

national total precipitation anomaly
pattern reveals some higher than
f\ normal precipitation, primarily in the
f / central U.S., but also includes some

: northwestern states, the Northeast,
and Florida. There was little or no
precipitation in the Southwest, parts
of the northern Great Plains, the
southern Mississippi Valley, and
northern Maine (red and dark orange
areas).

This preliminary daily PRISM precipitation
anomaly map contains all available network
data, including SNOTEL data, and is updated
periodically as additional data become
available and are quality controlled.

Copyright {e) 2015, FRISM Climate Group, Oregon State University

Precipitation (in)
2/5/2015 - 2/11 /2015

Generated 2/12/2015 at HPRCC using provisional data. Regienal Climate Canters

Percent of Normal Precipilation (%)

2/5/2015 - 2/11/2015

Generated 2/12,/2015 ot HPRCC using provisional dota. Regional Climate Canters
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Total Precipitation: 01 February 2015 - 11 February 2015
Period ending 7 AM EST 11 Feb 2015
(Map created 12 Feb 2015)
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For the 2015 Water Year that
began on October 1, 2014, the
highest precipitation surpluses in
the West are only slightly higher
than average. Most of central
Montana, two basins in western
Wyoming, several basins in
southern Idaho, one basin in
northwest Utah, and two basins in
western Washington are above
110 percent at this time.

Many basins across the West
have near normal conditions for
this part of the Water Year
(mapped in green). A few areas
have less than normal
precipitation for the Water Year.
These include basins in eastern
Idaho, parts of Wyoming, most of
Utah, western Colorado,
California, parts of Nevada,
Arizona, and New Mexico
(mapped in yellow and orange).
Southwest Utah has one basin
with much below normal
precipitation (red area).

2/12/2015

Weekly Water and Climate Update

In the first 11 days February 2015,
the total precipitation across the
continental U.S. was heaviest along
the Pacific coast. The southern
coastal mountains of Oregon and
California had over 16 inches of
precipitation. Precipitation also fell
over other parts of the Northwest,
Midwest, South, and Northeast. In

Nevada, Utah, the Southwest, parts
of the South, northern Great Plains

Maine were mainly dry.

See Go Hydrology for current and
forecast conditions over southern

— Florida.

Copyright () 2015, PRISM Climate Group, Oregon State University
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contrast, much of southern California,

into the upper Midwest, and northern


http://www.prism.oregonstate.edu/mtd/
http://www.gohydrology.org/
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/ftpref/data/water/wcs/gis/maps/west_wytdprecpctnormal_update.pdf
http://www.prism.oregonstate.edu/mtd/

Weekly Water and Climate Update

Total Precipitation: November 2014 - January 2015
Period ending 7 AM EST 31 Jan 2015
(Map created 02 Feb 2015)

The national map of the three-

3 - Month Precipitation (in.)
<001 ] 1824 [0 72-5 [ - 2¢
M 003 ] 24-a0 [ at-ve N 245
N osos [ ] ae. o [N se-ve [ 3628
I cs- 120045 22 [ Jae-e0
s ls-r: EEls-e [ -w

Temperature

The SNOTEL and ACIS 7-day
temperature anomaly map for the
western U.S. shows most of the
West was much warmer than normal
again this week. It was very warm
everywhere, with the warmest
recorded temperature anomalies
centered in Utah, southern Idaho,
eastern Nevada, western Colorado,
and western Wyoming, where

anomalies were above 20 degrees F.

These states and most of the
surrounding states, including
Montana, Oregon, Arizona, and New
Mexico had temperature departures
from normal to more than 15
degrees. Other scattered warmer
than normal temperatures occurred
in California, Oregon, and
Washington.

There were a few stations with near
normal temperatures in western
Oregon, western Washington,
western California, and in southern
Arizona and northeast Montana.
There were no cool anomalies in the
region.

2/12/2015

month period (November - January)
shows that the eastern half of the
nation received precipitation in the
range from 6 inches to greater than
18 inches. Parts of the West,
especially in the mountains, also
received significant precipitation.
The highest amounts over 48
inches were recorded in Oregon
and Washington.

In contrast to the eastern U.S. and
Pacific coast, parts of the West and
much of the Midwest received totals
of less than 1.8 inches.

Copyright (c) 2015, PRISM Climate Group, Oregon State University

SNOTEL (solid) and ACIS (dot-filled) Networks
7-Day Average Temperature Anomaly (Degrees F)
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Departure from Normal Temperature (F)
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Weekly Water and Climate Update

The ACIS map of the 7-day average
temperature anomalies in the West
ending February 11, shows that the
greatest positive temperature
departures occurred in northern
Utah, northwest Colorado, western
12 Wyoming, eastern Idaho, and

8 southern Montana (>+18°F). Other
0 warm temperatures occurred in the
-8 entire West, including California,

12 Nevada, Idaho, Oregon,

18 Washington, Arizona, and New

Cas Mexico. There were no negative
temperature departures.

—30

Also, see Dashboard and the

Generated 2/12/2015 at HPRCC using provigional data.

This preliminary PRISM temperature
map contains all available network
data, including SNOTEL data, and
will be updated periodically as
additional data become available
and are quality controlled.

Thus far in February 2015,
the national daily mean
temperature anomaly map
shows a large, cool region
over the eastern half of the
country, with the coldest
anomaly in northern New
England (<-13°F). In
contrast, above normal
temperatures were recorded
in all of the West, with the
warmest anomalies in
northern Utah, eastern
Nevada, southern Idaho,
western Wyoming, and
northwest Colorado
(>+13°F).

2/12/2015

Westwide Drought Tracker

Regicnal Climate Centers

Daily Mean Temperature Anomaly: 01 February 2015 - 11 February 2015
Period ending 7 AM EST 11 Feb 2015
Base period: 1981-2010
(Map created 12 Feb 2015)
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Daily Mean Temperature Anomaly: November 2014 - January 2015

Temperature Anomaly (F)
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The November - January
national daily mean
temperature anomalies
for the U.S. in this
climate map shows the
western U.S. had slightly
to above normal
temperatures (>+5°F).
The central and northern
Great Plains reported
normal to slightly cooler
than normal
temperatures for this
period, with the coolest
temperatures in a large
area covering most of
the Midwest and eastern
U.S. (<-3°F).
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Weekly Water and Climate Update

Weather and Drought Summary

National Drought Summary — February 10, 2015

The following Weather and Drought Summary is provided by this week’s NDMC Drought Author, David Simeral, Western

Regional Climate Center.
USDM Map Services: contains archived maps

“For the contiguous 48 states, the U.S. Drought Monitor showed
29.00 percent of the area in moderate drought or worse, compared
with 28.44 percent a week earlier. Drought now affects 69,224,225
people, compared with 65,865,942 a week earlier.

For all 50 U.S. states and Puerto Rico, the U.S. Drought Monitor
showed 24.31 percent of the area in moderate drought or worse,
compared with 23.85 percent a week earlier. Drought now affects
69,377,898 people, compared with 66,019,615 a week earlier.”

U.S. Drought Monitor

l.ll_

February 10, 2015
(Released Thursday, Feb. 12, 2015)
Valid 7 a.m. EST

Drought impact Types:

~ Delineates dominant impacts

§ = Short-Tem, typically less than

& months (e.g. agriculture, grasslands)
L = Long-Term, typically greater than
6 months (e.g. hydrology, ecology)
Intensity:

[] DO Abnormally Dry

[] D1 Moderate Drought

[ D2 Severe Drought

I 03 Extreme Drought

I D4 Exceptional Drought

Author:
David Simeral
Western Regional Climate Cenfer

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-
scai ionz

e % ”\fﬁ @

http:/idroughtmonitor.unl.edu/

See: Latest Drought Impacts during the past week.

Current Drought Monitor weekly

summary. The exceptional D4
levels of drought are scattered
across CA, NV, TX, and OK.

The latest drought indicator blend
and component percentiles
spreadsheet is a great resource for
climate division drought statistics.
This link is for the latest Drought
Outlook (forecast). See
climatological rankings.

For more drought news, see
Drought Impact Reporter.

New: ENSO Blog.

Drought Management
Resources:

v' http://www.usda.gov/oce/weath

er/Drought/AginDrought.pdf

Watch AgDay TV

Drought Impacts Webinar

Series

v NIDIS Quarterly Climate
Impacts and Outlook

v The Spring 2014 edition of

DroughtScape
v U.S.Crops in Drought

AN

U.S. Drought Monitor

February 10, 2015
Alaska b

(Reinsaed Thursday. Fen 12, 3615

®9

Hittpdroughtmonitor.unl. edai

U.S. Drought Monitor
Hawaii

February 10, 2015
(Fefessed Thurssay. Fen. 12, 2015
Walkd T am. EST

® 9

Hittpdroughtmonitor.unl. edai

“The 49th and 50th States show normal to moderate drought conditions. No changes were noted for Alaska or Hawaii
this week. A comprehensive narrative describing drought conditions across other parts of the nation can be found
toward the end of this document. For drought impacts definitions for the figures that follow, click here.”
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Weekly Water and Climate Update

U.S. Drought Monitor February 10, 2015
West e el Tam. gt

Drovght Conditions (Fercent Area)

. Mone | DO-D4 (D1-D4

Cumrent 3041 | B9.58 | 6265 | 3063 | 1710 | 696

Last Week

Py 3068 | 8932 | 5274 | 31.35 | 18.51 | 6496

3 Months Ago
014

Start of
Calendar Year | 34.76 | 65.24 | 54.48 | 33.50 | 1968 | 540
12202014
Start of
Water Year .48 | BRA2 | 6557 | 3565 | 19.95 | 2.90
SE02014

3462 | BR35 | 6445 | 3416 [ 1875 | 845

OneYearAgo |75 | 5335 6947 | 4104 | 13.94 | 194
ZAWE0Y
infensity:
DO Abnommally Dry - D3 Extreme Droug bt

01 Moderate Drought - D4 Exceptional Drought
D2 Severe Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on brogc-scale condfions.
Local canditions may vary See accompanying text summan/
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There was a slight decrease in D1 — D3 and the drought-free categories in the West this week.
D4 remained the same and there was a slight increase in DO areas for the week.

Click to enlarge maps

Risk Management Web Resources

Drought Monitor for the Western States. Drought Impact Reporter for New Mexico, California Data Exchange
Center & Flood Management Intermountain West Climate Dashboard
California Sierra Nevada-related snow pack

U.S. Impacts during the past week:

U.S. - Nation's cattle herd rebuilding, first gain since 2007 — Feb 6

N.M. - Dim water year shapes up for Dofia Ana County farmers — Feb 5

N.E. - Report reveals continued declines, some rises in statewide groundwater levels — Jan 29
N.M. - Water managers bracing for another dry year in NM — Feb 1
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http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/jpg/current/current_west_trd.jpg
http://moderator.droughtreporter.unl.edu/rssfeed/NM
http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/reports/PRECIPOUT
http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/reports/PRECIPOUT
http://www.water.ca.gov/floodmgmt/hafoo/csc/climate_data/
http://wwa.colorado.edu/climate/dashboard.html
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/wsf/swsi.html
http://droughtreporter.unl.edu/
http://journalstar.com/business/agriculture/nation-s-cattle-herd-rebuilding-first-gain-since/article_ba6c90a3-bdfc-5a1b-a161-b6e563b5f5a1.html?comment_form=true
http://www.lcsun-news.com/las_cruces-news/ci_27468119/dim-water-year-shapes-up-dona-ana-county
http://news.unl.edu/newsrooms/unltoday/article/report-reveals-continued-declines-some-rises-in-statewide-groundwater/
http://www.abqjournal.com/534783/news/water-managers-bracing-for-another-dry-year-in-nm.html
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/pngs/20150210/20150210_west_trd.png

Weekly Water and Climate Update

State with D-4 Exceptional Drought

U.S. Drought Monitor February 10, 2015
California e id st

Drought Condifions (Fercent Area)

Mone | D0-D4 | D1-D4
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Calendar Year | 0.00 |100.00) 8312 | 94.34 | 77.04 (321
12302004

Start of
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D2 Severe Drought
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Localconditions may wary, See accompanying texd summan
for forec ast staternents

Author:
David Simeral
Wesfern Regional Climate Center
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There was a slight decrease in D1, D2, and D3 in California this past week. DO and D4
remained unchanged. There was no change in the small drought-free area in southeast CA.

CA Drought Information Resources

Drought News from California:

Satellite Images 1 Year Apart Paint Grim Picture Of Sierra Snowpack — Feb 2
Satellites Spot Fields Idled by Drought — Jan 30

Can scientists engineer drought-tolerant plants? — Feb 4

Kern Water Agency accuses state of ignoring farmers’ water needs — Feb 4
Organizers eye Santa Cruz for 1,000-foot long water slide event- Feb 2
Voices From The Drought — Feb 4

Skimpy Sierra Snowpack Brings Warning To Lake Tahoe Snowmobile Users — Feb 5
Californians use 22 percent less water, but more cuts loom — Feb 3

LAKE PERRIS: Lowered level reveals famed tire reef — Feb 4

Santa Barbara Desalination Plant Permit Approved — Feb 5

State let 0il companies taint drinkable water in Central Valley — Feb 2
Federal government to boost drought funding by $50 million — Feb 6
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http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/wrh/droughtca.php?wfo=hnx
http://droughtreporter.unl.edu/
http://sacramento.cbslocal.com/2015/02/02/satellite-images-1-year-apart-paint-grim-picture-of-sierra-snowpack/
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=85199&src=eoa-iotd
http://www.latimes.com/science/sciencenow/la-sci-sn-drought-tolerant-plant-20150203-story.html
http://www.kerngoldenempire.com/story/d/story/kern-water-agency-accuses-state-of-ignoring-farmer/43567/EqHeUCk4hESzJHFSSU2SiA
http://www.mercurynews.com/ci_27442692/organizers-eye-santa-cruz-1-000-foot-long?source=infinite
http://www.capradio.org/news/insight/2015/02/04/insight-020415b/
http://www.capradio.org/articles/2015/02/05/skimpy-sierra-snowpack-brings-warning-to-lake-tahoe-snowmobile-users/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/science/article/Water-agencies-report-use-as-California-drought-6058178.php
http://www.pe.com/articles/lake-759633-water-tires.html
http://www.keyt.com/news/santa-barbara-desal-plant-permit-approved/31055434
http://www.sfgate.com/business/article/State-let-oil-companies-taint-drinkable-water-in-6054242.php
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=newssearch&cd=14&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCUQqQIoADADOAo&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.news9.com%2Fstory%2F28045028%2Ffederal-government-to-boost-drought-funding-by-50-million&ei=HtLcVJ-SLofHsQSw44LADQ&usg=AFQjCNF-J6OGVK8Cr_Bz5LKHD0_7E_k7mg
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/pngs/20150210/20150210_CA_trd.png

Weekly Water and Climate Update

Texas Drought Website.

Texas Reservoirs.

Texas Drought Monitor Coordination
Conference Call: on Monday’s 2:00
PM - 3:00 PM CST

Texas Drought News:

Austin officials concerned about plans
for 1,000-foot water slide — Feb 5

DPR Project Reaches 1 Billion Gallons
—Feb 5

February 11, 2015 (BETA)

=

d on 0% Coverage of 0.25 inch

Days since Significant Rain

Summary

State with D-4 Exceptional Drought

U.S. Drought Monitor
Texas

February 10, 2015
(Released Thursday, Feb. 12, 2015)
Valid T am. EST
Draught Condifions (Percent Area)
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There was an increase in all drought categories in Texas this past
week. The drought-free areas decreased slightly.

State with D-4 Exceptional Drought

U.S. Drought Monitor
Nevada

February 10, 2015
(Released Thursday, Feb. 12, 2015)
Valid 7 am. EST

Droughi Conditions (Percent Area)

Mone | DO-D4 (D1-D4

Cumrent 000 {10000 | 89.93 | G219 | 47 86 | 1743
Last Week
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12802014

Start of
Water Year 000 {10000 | 57.04 | GA.BS | 4838 | 11.89
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intensity.

DO Abnomally Dy - D3Extreme Drought
D1 Moderate Drought - Exceptional Drought
D2 Severe Drought

The Drowght Monitor focuses on broad-scale condlions.
Local conciions mmay vary. See accOmpanying 1ext summany
for forec ast statements.

Author:
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Western Regional Climate Center
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There was a very slight increase in D2 in Nevada this past week. All other
categories remained unchanged for the week.

Nevada Drought
News:

Satellite Images 1
Year Apart Paint
Grim Picture Of
Sierra Snowpack —
Feb 2

WWIl-era bomber
beneath Lake Mead
—Feb 6

Skimpy Sierra
Snowpack Brings
Warning To Lake
Tahoe Snowmobile
Users — Feb 5
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http://www.twdb.texas.gov/apps/droughtinfo/default.aspx
http://www.waterdatafortexas.org/reservoirs/statewide
https://www4.gotomeeting.com/register/900802695
https://www4.gotomeeting.com/register/900802695
http://austin.suntimes.com/aus-news/7/106/73882/austin-water-slide
http://austin.suntimes.com/aus-news/7/106/73882/austin-water-slide
http://www.wichitafallstx.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=550
http://gacc.nifc.gov/sacc/predictive/weather/DSR_MAP.jpg
http://gacc.nifc.gov/sacc/predictive/weather/DSR_MAP.jpg
http://sacramento.cbslocal.com/2015/02/02/satellite-images-1-year-apart-paint-grim-picture-of-sierra-snowpack/
http://sacramento.cbslocal.com/2015/02/02/satellite-images-1-year-apart-paint-grim-picture-of-sierra-snowpack/
http://sacramento.cbslocal.com/2015/02/02/satellite-images-1-year-apart-paint-grim-picture-of-sierra-snowpack/
http://sacramento.cbslocal.com/2015/02/02/satellite-images-1-year-apart-paint-grim-picture-of-sierra-snowpack/
http://www.foxnews.com/science/2015/02/06/drought-may-soon-yield-mysterious-wwii-era-bomber-beneath-lake-mead/
http://www.foxnews.com/science/2015/02/06/drought-may-soon-yield-mysterious-wwii-era-bomber-beneath-lake-mead/
http://www.capradio.org/articles/2015/02/05/skimpy-sierra-snowpack-brings-warning-to-lake-tahoe-snowmobile-users/
http://www.capradio.org/articles/2015/02/05/skimpy-sierra-snowpack-brings-warning-to-lake-tahoe-snowmobile-users/
http://www.capradio.org/articles/2015/02/05/skimpy-sierra-snowpack-brings-warning-to-lake-tahoe-snowmobile-users/
http://www.capradio.org/articles/2015/02/05/skimpy-sierra-snowpack-brings-warning-to-lake-tahoe-snowmobile-users/
http://www.capradio.org/articles/2015/02/05/skimpy-sierra-snowpack-brings-warning-to-lake-tahoe-snowmobile-users/
http://gacc.nifc.gov/sacc/predictive/weather/DSR_MAP.jpg
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/pngs/20150210/20150210_TX_trd.png
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/pngs/20150210/20150210_NV_trd.png

Related Area News:

2014 Kansas Drought Report and

Weekly Water and Climate Update

Summary

o Past 30 days precipitation totals

o0 Past 30 days precipitation percent

of normal

0 Calendar Year precipitation totals

O Calendar Year Precip percent of

normal
o Short Crop ET

Oklahoma Drought News:

Oklahoma Ranchers Lead Nation

In USDA Drought-Relief — Jan 29

U.S. Drought Monitor
Oklahoma

State with D-4 Exceptional Drought

February 10, 2015
(Released Thursday, Feh 12, 2015)
Valid 7 am. EST

Drought Conailians (Percent Ared)
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past week. The drought-free area decreased.

There was an increase in the all drought categories in Oklahoma this

U.S. Population in Drought

Number of people in each drought category in the U.S. for the week ending January 27, 2015

Week None DO-D4 D01-D4 D2-D4 D3-D4 D4
2015-02-10 189,593,730 | 115,803,725 | 69224225 48,988,937 37,771,526 24335429
2015-02-03 195,776,592 | 109,620,863 | 658655942 47524725 37,729,999 21,090,871

Population Statistics Methodology:
The U.S. Drought Monitor population statistics are calculated at the county level, and aggregated to the state, regional, and national
levels. The population densities have been calculated for each county. The proportion of the physical area of the county that is in
drought is multiplied by the uniform population density in order to obtain a number for each county. The county values are then

summed at the state, regional, and national level.

Population figures affected by drought in the U.S. Drought Monitor website show that, for this
week, more than 69,200,000 people in the United States were in a drought-affected area, which is
an increase by over 3.3 million people from last week.
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http://www.kwo.org/reports_publications/Drought.htm
http://www.kwo.org/reports_publications/Drought.htm
http://climate.ok.gov/data/public/mesonet/maps/daily/drought/last30daystot.png
http://climate.ok.gov/data/public/mesonet/maps/daily/drought/last30dayspct.png
http://climate.ok.gov/data/public/mesonet/maps/daily/drought/last30dayspct.png
http://climate.ok.gov/data/public/mesonet/maps/daily/drought/caltot.png
http://climate.ok.gov/data/public/mesonet/maps/daily/drought/calpct.png
http://climate.ok.gov/data/public/mesonet/maps/daily/drought/calpct.png
http://www.mesonet.org/index.php/agriculture/map/agriculture_essentials/evapotranspiration/short_crop_etos_et_map
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=newssearch&cd=8&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CDQQqQIoADAH&url=http%3A%2F%2Fswtimes.com%2Fnews%2Foklahoma-ranchers-lead-nation-usda-drought-relief-payments&ei=19HcVJbpLeyHsQSOkYGYDQ&usg=AFQjCNGyyve2p1oA_XgeGTphGB63PXwtGw
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=newssearch&cd=8&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CDQQqQIoADAH&url=http%3A%2F%2Fswtimes.com%2Fnews%2Foklahoma-ranchers-lead-nation-usda-drought-relief-payments&ei=19HcVJbpLeyHsQSOkYGYDQ&usg=AFQjCNGyyve2p1oA_XgeGTphGB63PXwtGw
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/MapsAndData/WeeklyComparison.aspx
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/pngs/20150210/20150210_OK_trd.png

Weekly Water and Climate Update

Changes in Drought Monitor Categories

Over Various Time Periods

P U.5. Drought Monitor Class Change
d — 1 Week
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U.8. Drought Monitor Class Change
5

}i T
g\“'f “:‘JL_;

hitp Jdroughtme nitor.unl. edu hitp Hdroughtmonitor.unl.edu

o U.5. Drought Monitor Clase Change
l? ?‘7?.'\ . Stanof Waler Year

February 10, 2015 February 10, 2015
com; [l

Ll com; o
Fearuany 11, 2014 September 30, 2014

httpidroughtmanitor.unl. edu hittpZidroughtmanitor.unl. edu

Click on any of these maps to enlarge. Note how the conditions over the Rockies and central Great Plains have improved
between 6 to 12 months (middle right to lower left maps). However, also note that since a year ago, conditions over parts of
the Northeast, the South, parts of the southern Great Plains and the Pacific coast states have deteriorated significantly (lower
left map).
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http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/MapsAndData/ChangeMaps.aspx
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Soil Moisture

Weekly Water and Climate Update

MULTIMODEL Soil Molsture Percentiles {wrt' 1916-2004)
20150210
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The national soil moisture model ranking in
percentile as of February 10, 2015, shows dryness
over most of the south central and southwest U.S.
The driest areas are in southern Nevada, central
and southern California, eastern New Mexico
through central Oklahoma, Nebraska, southern
Wyoming, northern Minnesota, and Pennsylvania.
There were additional dry areas elsewhere. Moist
soils dominated north central Montana, in the
Cascades of Washington and Oregon, areas of
northern California and the northern Sierra
Nevada, western South Dakota, lowa, northern
Wisconsin, northern Michigan, Maine, eastern
North Carolina, northern Florida, and southern
Georgia. Slightly moist soils were also scattered
elsewhere throughout the country.

Useful Hydrological Links: Crop Moisture Index; Palmer
Drought Severity Index; Standardized Precipitation Index;
Surface Water Supply Index; Weekly supplemental maps,
Minnesota Climate Working Group; Experimental High
Resolution Drought Trigger Tool; NLDAS Drought Monitor; Soil
Moisture

Cook farm Field (SCAN site 2198)
Daily MeanSoil Moisture vs. Daily Precipitation
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5
5
8
)
5
8
)
]
8
5
5
. :

2M1720
2n2z0

8" Soil Moisture

== Precipitation Increment (in) —2" Soil Moisture

== 20" Soil Moisture
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=—=40" Soil Moisture

This NRCS resource shows soil moisture data for the last month at Cook Farm Field D (SCAN site # 2198) in Washington.
The area had precipitation several times this past month (blue bars). This rainfall resulted in an increase in soil moisture,
primarily at the 2-, 4-, 8-, and 20-inch depths. The 40-inch soil moisture depth sensor reported little change from the

precipitation events.

Useful Agriculture Links: Vegetation Drought Response Index; Evaporative Stress Index; Vegetation Health Index; NDVI
Greenness Map; GRACE-Based Surface Soil Moisture; North American Soil Moisture Network. Monthly Wild Fire Forecast

Report.
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http://www.drought.gov/drought/content/tools/crn-soil-data
http://www.hydro.washington.edu/forecast/monitor/curr/conus.mexico/CONUS.MEXICO.multimodel.sm_qnt.gif
http://www.drought.gov/drought/content/products-current-drought-and-monitoring-drought-indicators/crop-moisture-index
http://www.drought.gov/drought/content/products-current-drought-and-monitoring-drought-indicators/palmer-drought-severity-index
http://www.drought.gov/drought/content/products-current-drought-and-monitoring-drought-indicators/palmer-drought-severity-index
http://www.drought.gov/drought/content/products-current-drought-and-monitoring-drought-indicators/standardized-precipitation-index
http://www.drought.gov/drought/content/products-current-drought-and-monitoring-drought-indicators/surface-water-supply-index
ftp://snr-0563.unl.edu/Outgoing/US-Maps.ppt
http://climate.umn.edu/doc/journal/drought_2013.htm%23std
http://www.nc-climate.ncsu.edu/Drought
http://www.nc-climate.ncsu.edu/Drought
http://www.emc.ncep.noaa.gov/mmb/nldas/drought/
http://www.emc.ncep.noaa.gov/mmb/nldas/drought/
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/scan/scan%20brochure.pdf
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/nwcc/site?sitenum=2198
http://vegdri.unl.edu/
http://www.drought.gov/drought/content/products-current-drought-and-monitoring-remote-sensing/evaporative-stress-index
http://www.drought.gov/drought/content/products-current-drought-and-monitoring-remote-sensing/vegetation-health-indices
http://www.drought.gov/drought/content/products-current-drought-and-monitoring-remote-sensing/nvdi-greenness-maps
http://www.drought.gov/drought/content/products-current-drought-and-monitoring-remote-sensing/nvdi-greenness-maps
http://www.drought.gov/drought/content/products-current-drought-and-monitoring-remote-sensing/grace-groundwater-and-soil-moisture
http://soilmoisture.tamu.edu/
http://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive/outlooks/monthly_seasonal_outlook.pdf
http://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive/outlooks/monthly_seasonal_outlook.pdf
http://www.hydro.washington.edu/forecast/monitor/curr/conus.mexico/CONUS.MEXICO.multimodel.sm_qnt.gif
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/nwcc/site?sitenum=2198

Weekly Water and Climate Update

Streamflow

Current Streamflow Drought

Thursdey, Febrwary 12, BOLS 1220967 Hndnepday, Fraruarg 10, 2009

Flood Past Flow/Runoff

Hodnnsdey, Ferosrs 18, 2080

Gages in many parts of the U.S. are reporting much above normal streamflow. Many streams in Oregon,
Washington, and northern Idaho are flowing high due to recent heavy rain. Some gages in the northern states
are now frozen, so may not relate to the precipitation and snow conditions in that area. The rivers above flood
stage are the Malheur River near Vale, OR, Poplar River near Poplar, MT, Niobrara River at Niobrara, NE,
Republican River at Concordia, KS, Potomac River at Alexandria, VA, and 6 river gages in northern Florida.

National Long-Range Outlook

During the next three months,
there is a risk of flooding in
much of the eastern U.S. The
Southeast and the Midwest

tantreal

I e have gages with a slight to

ﬂoodingdnring‘FeDrMarﬁpr.(zzs) h|gher r|Sk Of ﬂ00d|ng.

;ué x;‘asniges‘ » 50% Major Long-Range

I 16 Gauges: > 50% Moderate Currently! 1 gage ha.S a

I 213 Gauges: > 30% Minor Lang-Range greater than 50% chance to

1581505 Gauges: < 50% Long-Range Flood experience major flooding; 16

:-::nﬁgxges‘ S — gages for moderate flooding;
and 211 gages for minor
flooding.

Click map to enlarge and update

These numbers represent a 21
gage increase in the greater
than 50 percent chance of
minor flooding category since
last week.

Currently the Upper Midwest part of the map has not been calculated for the
long range flood outlook (dark gray dots).
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Weekly Water and Climate Update

National Weather Hazards

Heavy snow is expected in the Rockies,
central Midwest, and along the Northeast
Coast (2/14-17) (medium blue). High
winds are expected in the upper Midwest
and southern Rockies into the southern
Great Plains and all along the Atlantic
Coast (2/14-16). Heavy precipitation is
expected in the central Midwest (2/16-17).
A large area of the eastern U.S. is
expected to have much below normal
temperatures, as well (2/14-18)

In Alaska, high winds are expected along
the western coast (2/15-17), and heavy
precipitation along the south (2/16-17).

Flooding Liely Flasding I‘nss|u41

‘. Day 3-7 U.S. Hazards Outlook
J?Made: 02/11/2015 3PM EST
7 Valid: 02/14/2015-02/18/2015

Severe drought remains a large issue in S S
much of the south central and western U.S.

National Drought Summary for February 10, 2015

Prepared by the Drought Monitor Author: David Simeral, Western Regional Climate Center.

Summary

“This U.S. Drought Monitor week saw improvements along the West Coast as a series of strong Pacific storms
produced substantial rainfall accumulations in northern California and western portions of Oregon and
Washington. The storms were the first significant precipitation event to affect California since mid-December.
Since the moisture associated with these storms was subtropical in origin, the vast majority of the precipitation
fell as rain while snowfall was restricted to the higher elevations. Overall, the storms had little impact on the well-
below-normal snowpack conditions across the Sierra Nevada and Cascades ranges. Elsewhere in the West,
mountain snowpack conditions are currently below normal across the Great Basin and Southwest as well as in
parts of the Intermountain West and Central Rockies. Reservoir storage remains below normal in Arizona,
California, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, and Utah in contrast to slightly above average conditions in Colorado,
Idaho, Montana, Washington, and Wyoming. Temperatures during the past week were well above normal in the
western half of the conterminous U.S. with record high temperatures observed across the West and Central
Plains. In contrast, the Northeast remained in a cold, snowy pattern with areas of Massachusetts, New York,
New Hampshire, and Vermont receiving more than a foot of new snowfall.

Hawaii, Alaska, and Puerto Rico

On this week’s map, conditions remained status quo in Hawaii, Alaska, and Puerto Rico. In the Hawaiian Islands,
temperatures during the past week were slightly above normal and precipitation was slightly below normal. In
Alaska, temperatures were generally below normal across most of the state, and precipitation was below normal.
According to the NRCS, the snowpack in Alaska is well below normal across most of Alaska with the exception
of northern portions of Southcentral Alaska and eastern portions of the Interior.

Mid-Atlantic

The Mid-Atlantic remained drought-free on this week’s map. Overall, the region was dry and temperatures during
the past week were slightly below normal along the Mid-Atlantic seaboard, while areas in the western half of
Virginia saw temperatures two-to-six degrees above normal. During the weekend, the National Weather Service
Forecast Office in Baltimore/Washington D.C. reported a record daily high temperature of 68°F at Washington
National Airport. On the map, short-term precipitation deficits and below-normal streamflows led to the expansion
of areas of Abnormally Dry (DO) in southwestern Virginia and northwestern North Carolina.

Midwest
During the past week, temperatures were well below normal across northern lllinois, Michigan, northern Ohio,
and Wisconsin while Minnesota and Missouri experienced temperatures well above normal. On Saturday,
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unseasonably high temperatures were observed in Missouri including record high temperatures in Springfield
(74°F) and St. Louis (71°F), according to the National Weather Service. The region was generally dry with the
exception of snowfall in northern Michigan and northern Ohio. According to the NWS National Operational
Hydrologic Remote Sensing Center, the total area covered by snow in the northern Great Lakes region was
99.2% as of February 11, 2015. On this week’s map, short-term precipitation deficits during the last 90-days led
to expansion of areas of Abnormally Dry (DO) and Moderate Drought (D1) across central and eastern Kentucky
as well as areas of Abnormally Dry (DO) in southwestern Missouri where streamflow and stock pond levels
continued to drop.

The Northeast

The Northeast remained drought-free on the map this week as a cold and snowy pattern persisted across the
region. Average temperatures for the week were six-to-twelve degrees below normal across the region, and
significant snowfall accumulations in excess of a foot were observed in parts of Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
New York, Rhode Island, and Vermont. According to the National Weather Service National Operational
Hydrologic Remote Sensing Center (NOHRSC) snow analysis, the Northeast is currently 99.2% covered by
snow.

The Plains

Across the northern and southern Plains states, temperatures were well above normal for the period. During the
weekend, record high temperatures were observed in Kansas and South Dakota. In western Kansas,
temperatures soared into the high 70s and low 80s, while portions of South Dakota reached the mid-60s. On this
week’s map, changes included expansion of Abnormally Dry (DO) into western South Dakota in response to
above normal temperatures and precipitation deficits during the past 30 days. In southeastern Kansas, some
minor expansion in an area of Moderate Drought (D1) occurred in response to warmer temperatures and
deterioration in local stock pond levels.

The South

During the past week, generally dry conditions prevailed across most of the region with the exception of some
light shower activity (less than one inch of accumulation) along the Gulf Coast regions of Louisiana and Texas.
Temperatures across the region were well above normal in the western portions of Texas, while southeastern
Texas and most of Louisiana and Mississippi experienced below-normal temperatures. During the weekend,
well-above-normal temperatures were observed in the Texas Panhandle including record high temperatures in
Amarillo (83°F) and Lubbock (84°F), according to the National Weather Service. On the map, unseasonably
warm temperatures during the last 30 days led to some minor degradation of areas of Moderate Drought (D1)
and Severe Drought (D2) in the northern portion of the Texas Panhandle. In north-central Texas and the Hill
Country, many of the area reservoirs are at or near historic lows for this time of year. According to Water Data for
Texas, the Austin area reservoirs are currently 38% full. In response, one-category degradations were made in
these areas to reflect long-term hydrological impacts. Elsewhere in the region, short-term precipitation deficits
and below-normal streamflow activity led to expansion of areas of Abnormally Dry (DO) in Arkansas and northern
Mississippi as well as areas of Moderate Drought (D1) and Severe Drought (D2) in Tennessee.

The Southeast

During the past week, the Southeast continued in a dry pattern with the exception of some shower activity in
north-central and west-central Florida. Average temperatures for the period were slightly below normal. In
northern Alabama and Georgia, short-term precipitation deficits and below-normal streamflow activity led to the
expansion of areas of Abnormally Dry (D0). During the last 30 days, precipitation deficits across Alabama and
Georgia ranged from two-to-five inches.

The West

During the past week, a series of strong Pacific storms came ashore late last week and continued throughout the
weekend. This storm system — which tapped a conveyor-belt of warm, moist air from the subtropics — delivered
widespread, heavy rainfall to northern California and the western portions of Oregon and Washington. In
northern California, liquid precipitation accumulations ranged from three-to-fifteen inches, with the highest
accumulations centered over the mountains of northwestern and north-central California as well as further south
in the Santa Cruz and Santa Lucia ranges. In the northern half of the Sierra Nevada Range, rainfall
accumulations ranged from three-to-ten inches, and the greatest accumulations occurred on the western slope
between 2000 and 7000 feet in elevation. Snow levels were generally high (above 8000 feet) throughout the
storms, and the cumulative effect of the snowfall received did not have a significant impact on the poor
snowpack conditions across the range. According to the California Department of Water Resources, California’s
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snowpack (snow water equivalent) is currently at 27% of normal. On a more positive note, runoff associated with
the event provided the addition of approximately 500,000 acre feet of inflow to the four major reservoirs (Folsom,
Oroville, Shasta, and Trinity) in northern California. In response to the storm, a one-category improvement was
made to areas of Extreme Drought (D3) in northwestern California as well as in the Santa Cruz Mountains
(between San Francisco and Santa Cruz) and in the northern half of the Santa Lucia Range along the Central
Coast. No changes were made on the map in the Sierra Nevada Range because snowpack conditions remain
well below normal. In the Pacific Northwest, the same series of storms brought heavy rains (four-to-eight inches)
to western portions of Oregon and Washington leading to one-category improvements in southwestern Oregon.
According to the National Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) SNOTEL network, the snowpack in the
Cascades of Oregon and Washington remains well below normal for this time year with snow water equivalent
(SWE) percentages ranging from 7 to 64% of normal with the lowest values being observed in Oregon. Overall,
the past week was unseasonably warm (three to fifteen degrees above normal) across the entire West with
record high temperatures observed in California, Colorado, Idaho, Nevada, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming.

Looking Ahead

The NWS HPC 7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast (QPF) calls for light precipitation accumulations
(generally less than one inch) across the eastern half of the country while portions of the central and southern
Rockies are forecasted to receive between one and two inches of liquid accumulation. The 6—10 day outlooks
call for a high probability of above-normal temperatures across the West while below-normal temperatures are
forecasted for the eastern half of the country. A high probability of above-normal precipitation is forecasted
across eastern portions of the West, Plains, South, Southeast, and the Mid-Atlantic regions while below-normal
precipitation is expected in the Pacific Northwest, northern California, Great Basin, and the Upper Midwest.”

Supplemental Drought Information

National Seasonal Drought Outlook

Nationally, drought is
expected to persist or
intensify over much of the
West and south central U.S.,
including Nevada, Oregon,
Washington, Idaho, Utah,
Arizona, New Mexico, Texas,
Oklahoma, Nebraska, and
Colorado. Improvements are
expected in southern
California and in parts of the
Southwest and Texas. The
areas of drought in Arkansas,
Tennessee, and Kentucky are
likely to develop further. .
Hawaii drought development ALY

U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook o
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period *‘ '}
. Valid for January 15 - April 30, 2015 -

. ) Drought persists or  Author: David Miskus, Climate Prediction Center, NOAA Dé
IS alSO ||ke|y intensifies hitp/iwww.cpe.ncep.noaa.govip pert_ _summary htmi
Depicts large-scale trends based on subjectively derived probabilities guided by short- and
. . . Prouaht ramains;bu long-range statistical and dynamical forecasts. Short-term events -- such as individual storms -
Also see: National S|q nificant improves cannot be accurately forecast more than a few days in advance. Use caution for applications.
. - - - such as crops — that can be affected by such events. "Ongoing” drought areas are
W||d|and F|re POtent'al Drought removal likely appreximated from the Drought Menitor (D1 to D4 intensity). For weekly drought updates,
. see the latest U.S. Drought Monitor.
Qutlook (updated on the first Drought development NOTE: The tan areas imply at least a 1-category improvement in the
- . likely Drought Monitor intensity levels by the end of the period although drought will remain.
Of each m Onth) contains a The green areas imply drought removal by the end of the period (DO or none)

content summary of the
previous month’s conditions.
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2015 USDA Secretarial Drought Designations

2015 Secretarial Drought Designations - All Drought

Refer to the USDA
Drought Assistance

Secretarial Drought Designations for 2015
Disaster Incidents as of February 11, 2015

[ state Boundary
| county Boundary
USDA N Tribal Lands
==—0
LR I Frimary Counties: 257
USDA Farm Service Agency [ Gontiguous Counties: 153
Praduction, Emergencies and Compliance Division
Washingtan, D.C.
February 11, 2015 173,731,300

website and National
Sustainable Agriculture
Information Service.

Read about the new

It USDA Regional Climate
| Alaska 1:51.281.424] —H u bs =
New useful resource:
PR NASS Quick Stats
T
Hawaii 1:10.487.268]

Puerto Rico

1:5,852.550

National Fire Potential Outlook

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
March 2015
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March Fire Forecast

In February, much of the U.S. has
normal fire potential.

The central U.S. has increasing to
above normal fire potential for
March. Below normal fire
potential area for March 2015 (in
green on the map) is forecast for
Texas and the Southeast to the
mid-Atlantic states.

Hawaii has above normal fire
potential on most of the islands.
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Additional Maps

U.S. Maps PowerPoint presentation: http://dmcommunity.unl.edu/maps/US-Maps.ppt.

Regional zooms of ACIS station data percent-of-normal precipitation: http://dmcommunity.unl.edu/maps/All-
CONUS-ACIS-PNP.pptx.

National Water and Climate Center (NWCC) Surface Water Supply Index (SWSI) maps:
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/wsf/swsi.html

Supplemental Drought-Agriculture News
Download archived “U.S. Crops in Drought” files.

The following is a collection of drought-related news stories from the past seven days or so. Impact information
from these articles is entered into the Drought Impact Reporter. A number of these articles will also be posted
on the Drought Headlines page at the NDMC website. The list is compiled by Denise D. Gutzmer, Drought
Impact Specialist, and National Drought Mitigation Center.

“U.S. cattle numbers rebounding

Drought reduced the national cattle herd in recent years, but the number of cattle in the country climbed over the
last year from 87.7 million to 89.8 million on Jan. 1, 2015, for an increase of one percent. This is the first uptick in
cattle numbers since 2007 and shows that herds are being rebuilt faster than expected.

Beef prices continue to set new highs.

Water conservation exceeds Gov. Brown’s 20 percent request
Abundant December rainfall helped Californians cut their water use by 22 percent, allowing residents to finally
bring their water conservation above the 20 percent mark as requested by Gov. Brown in January 2014.

Per capita water use in California

Californians have done an impressive job of lowering their per capita water use in the past six months. In June,
California per capita water use was 140 gallons per day, but in December, that number was down to an average
of 67 gallons per day. Cities among the lowest water users in December were San Diego with a per capita water
use of 46 gallons per day and San Francisco with a daily use of 40 gallons per day.

Central Valley well water threatened by wastewater from energy companies

Aquifers in California’s Central Valley have long been repositories of wastewater from oil companies, and the
wastewater has tainted the precious wells that communities rely upon when surface water is scarce. The water
contamination, coupled with drought, has limited available potable water.

Water-conscious public opposes waste

Slide the City promoters have picked Santa Cruz as a potential site for the 1,000 foot water slide event in July,
but the public is opposed to the activity because water is scarce while drought persists. An online petition to stop
the event got more than 1,200 signatures in the first 48 hours it was posted.

Slide the City is also receiving pushback in Austin, Texas as drought and a ban on closing certain streets make
the event unwelcome.

Water prospects grim for New Mexico farmers

With snowpack in southern Colorado and northern New Mexico on the low side, farmers who receive water from
the Elephant Butte Irrigation District were cautioned that they may get less than 6 acre-inches or about one-sixth
of a full allotment and to plan accordingly.

Further up the Rio Grande River, recipients of San Juan-Chama Project water were warned that deliveries may
be short again this year.

Satellite Images 1 Year Apart Paint Grim Picture Of Sierra Snowpack

CBS13 Sacramento (Calif.)

Feb 2, Sierra Nevada mountains in California. One year ago (image on left), California was mostly brown, but
more snow covered the Sierra Nevada and western Nevada. This year (image on right), the state is greener,
due to December precipitation, but the snowpack is miniscule.
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Satellites Spot Fields Idled by Drought
NASA Earth Observatory
Jan 30, California. The satellite images show that far more farmland was idled in 2014 than in 2011.
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The Drought Impact Reporter shows California in red with 46 impacts, while all other states have 10 or fewer
impacts. While water remains an urgent concern in many Texas communities, the state has just 10 impacts
currently listed. Drought fatigue may play a role in this as dry conditions become the norm in parts of Texas.
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Tea Cup Reservoir Depictions

e http://www.usbr.gov/uc/water/basin/ € Upper Colorado

. http://www.usbr.gov/uc/wcao/water/basin/tc_gr.html; €= Upper Snake

. http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/burtea.htm| €~ Upper Colorado

e http://www.usbr.gov/uc/water/basin/tc_cr.htm| €~ Upper Colorado

e http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/select.html € Pacific Northwest

e  http://www.sevierriver.org/reservoirs/teacup-diagram-of-reservoirs/ €~ Sevier River Water (UT)
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California Reservoir Conditions

California Major Reservoir conditions from the CA Department of Water Resources

Reservoir Conditions

Ending At Midnight - February 10, 2015
CURRENT RESERVOIR CONDITIONS
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State Activities

State government drought activities can be tracked through their drought plans. NRCS Snow Survey and Water
Supply Forecasting (SSWSF) Program State Office personnel are participating in state drought committee
meetings and providing the committees and media with appropriate SSWSF information. Additional information
describing the tools available from the Drought Monitor can also be found at the U.S. Drought Portal.

More Information

The National Water and Climate Center (NWCC) Homepage provides the latest available snowpack and water
supply information. This document is available weekly. CONUS Water and Climate Updates from 2007 are
available online. Reports from 2001-2006 are available on request.

This report uses data and products provided by the Interagency Drought Monitor Consortium members and the
National Interagency Fire Center.

Is/
David W. Smith

Deputy Chief, Soil Science and Resource Assessment
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